
Librarian Quick Start Guide

How to use Ziptales in your library



What does Ziptales offer your library?

Ziptales is an online Australian literacy 
resource, offering a vast digital reading 
collection for students at all levels of the 
primary school.

Ziptales is based on these principles:
• Children are happy to read for pleasure
• Children enjoy using digital resources 

(PCs and devices)
• Children are keen to have interactivity 

and to be able to choose what they read
• The aim of the library is to promote 

reading and to raise reading skills
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How do librarians access Ziptales?

On the Ziptales home page, choose “Public 
Libraries”. Find your library and click on the 
logo or side list link to access your account.

Login using your 
barcode.
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The Library Dashboard

The default view on Ziptales is the 
Student Dashboard as seen here.

By clicking on the view tab (top left), you 
can select the Librarian view.
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The content libraries

There are three main content libraries: 

(1) Preschool Literacy
(2) Developing Literacy (Prep – Year 2)
(3) Extending Literacy (Years 3 – 6). 

These content libraries offer a variety of 
online stories and helpful teaching 
resources, suitable for the age range 
defined.
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Preschool Literacy

Students at preschool/kindergarten

can access a variety of useful content such as 

Learn the ABC, My First Words and Letter Fun,

as well as a charming suite of Nursery Rhymes. 

There are also a range of other reading and 

listening options for younger children. All come 

with voiceovers and animations.
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Developing Literacy (Foundation/Prep-2)

Students in lower primary can access a 
variety of animated stories in Storytime, 
Timeless Tales, Easy Readers and Junior 
Readers. 

All have voiceovers and come with follow 
up worksheets. 
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Extending Literacy (3-6)

For students in middle and upper 
primary years, there is a complete 
Reading Library of over 200 stories 
classified according to genre: adventure, 
animal, comedy, fantasy, mystery, etc. 

Each story comes with a professional 
voiceover, animated art and interactive 
comprehension quizzes 
(to determine how well a child
understood the story).

All program details are given in the 
icon under each category.

Worksheets are available if needed.
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Example of a story

The genre stories all have Fill the Gaps 
(cloze) and Multiple Choice comprehension 
activities for students to complete after 
reading the story. 

The Fill the Gaps is quite simple. The 
Multiple Choice is a much harder test.

Both provide instant feedback 
on the levels of comprehension
achieved by the reader.

If the child scores below 50%, 
he/she is prompted to “Have 
another go”.
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Ziptales reading levels scheme

All Ziptales stories in all three content 
libraries are levelled according to the 
unique Ziptales Reading Levels scheme. 

Essentially, there are 10 Zip Stages,
mapped to the Reading Recovery, Flesch
and Lexile reading difficulty systems.

For example, a child reading at 
approximately Grade 3 is likely to be suited 
to the Zip Stage 5 or 6 band.

This is entirely up to the judgement of the 
librarian/parent of course. The ‘library’ is 
open access, so children can view any 
content they wish.
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